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To His Royal Highness,

The Crown Prince of Siam.
.May it please Your Royal Highness:-

The members of the American Presbyterian Mission are deeply sensible of the
honour your Royal Highness has conferred upon us in consenting to lay the corner
stone of this school building.

Our Mission has prosecuted its labours in Chiengmai for the past thirty-nine
years. From the beginning of our work onwards, Education has played a prominent
part in all that we have attempted, or accomplished. For about twenty yeats we have
conducted schools for the education of the boys and girls of this province, and these
schools have been open to all, of every creed. The tesults have not been all that they
ought to be, nor all that we could wish; but we may say that today many of our former
students hold positions of trust in His Majesty’s Service in the north, in this and
other provinces, others have found employment in the large business cotporations,
and others are skillful craftsmen and successful business men. These men are in
a larger or smaller way, making their contribution to the civil and commercial
prospetity of the country.

The ultimate aim of Education is the development of Character. No other
aim, however utilitarian, however plausible, will in the long run lead to satisfactory
results. In this development of character, two factors are essential, the training of the
mind, and the cultivation of religious and moral ideals. All too often has failure
ensued from overlooking this almost axiomatic truth, and we may well learn a lesson
from the mistakes of others.

The Emperor Frederic the Great of Germany, on a visit to Spain, after a
sojourn in certain town, made this laconic entry in his diary, — “twenty churches, and
not a single school”. His inplied ctiticism was just. For Spain has ever been assiduous
in multiplication of churches and monasteries, while quite neglecting the intellectual
development of her people, and her inefficiency and helplessness in hours of stress
and strain are but the natural fruits of the inadequacy of her educational program.

France, on the other hand has gone to the opposite extreme. In many respects



her schools are probably the best in the wotld. She affords the widest opportunities
for the acquisition of knowledge. But she has omitted all ethical teaching in her
primary and secondary schools, with the result that whereas general education has
made rapid strides of late years, crime has increased even more rapidly, and her leading
educations at a recent educational conference in England, stated that, in their opinion,
this increase in ctime was the effect of which her onesided education was the cause.

Education, then, having for its Aim the development of character, should be
broad, practical, and thotough. Education should be broad, the three R’s are essential,
of course, but they merely form the vestibule to the Hall of Learning. The study of
English not merely utilitarian, although it undoubtedly has a commercial value these
days. But, more than this, it opens up to the thoughtful student wide avenues of
thought, and a broad outlook upon the world. History is pat excellence the great
educator. It stimulates ambition, it gives point to man’s activities and efforts, it places
the life of the individual and of the nation in their true perspective. Education must
also be eminently practical. We would not attempt with Icarus to fly too near the sun.
Wings are all very well for flight, but a good pair of legs are far more servicable to
the man in the street. Education seeks to fit the individual for his place in society,
whatever that place may be. It should seek to develop not only statesmen, and men of
the learned profession, but in far greater numbets, business men, clear-headed,
accurate accountants, and trained craftsmen whose skillful hands works in obedience,
to trained and well-equipped minds. Nowhere is there a wider field of usefulness
open to the man of ability, skill, and energy than here, nowhete are craftsmen more in
demand than in these northern states. Education must seek by all means to supply
these demands of the times.

Education above all things must be thorough. Bettet, if need be, narrow than
shallow. Better a knowledge of one subject than a smatteting of all the arts and
sciences. We hope that this school may eventually develop into a college. That is may
some day outgrow its small clothes. We frankly admit to having large ambitions for
the future. But we shall strive to lay deep and strong foundations, that the super-
structure may nevet come tumbling down about our heads.

Your Royal Highness:- With the ideals in minds we turn towards the future of
this school. It may be years before we sec even the partial fulfilment of our hopes.
But at least we shall strive to keep these ideals of education before us. And we trust
that from year to year there will go forth from this school loyal subjects, good
citizens, skilled workers, upright men.
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